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‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’ 








The following discourse was hastily prepared, and de- 
livered at the Universalist Church ip Lombard-st. 
Philadelphia, on the Sabbath succeeding the day on 


which brother Theo. Fisk was publickly installed | 
asthe Pastor of the society who worship at that 


place. It is submitted to our readers in compliance 
with the requests of several who listened to it; and 
as an apology for their blindness to its defects, it | 
may be well to observe, that the preceding solemni- 
ties of that happy season. had, like a preparation of | 
the heart fram God, inclined them to be charitable. | 
Should it be instrumental in prodacing a proper | 
sense of duty, or a lively zeal for the welfare of 
Zion, the authour will be richly compenskted for 
the sacrifice he makes in giving it to the publick. 


A SERMON, 

On the relative duties of a Pastor, and the Peo- 
ple of his charge. 
BX L. 8. EVERETT. 

“Be vigilant.”—1. Pet. v. 8. 

Having’ recently witnessed the solemnities 
of the ordination, of our beloved brother—he 
having been set apart to the ministry of Recon- 
tiliation and to the pastoral care of this society, 
it may not be thought improper for me on this 
occasion, to call your attention to the duties 
which will devolve upon you in the relation in 
Which you stand to.each other. 

In occupying the time which may be allotted 
me by your patience and indulgence, I shall 
briely advert—First, to the duties of the Min- | 
ister of the Gospel—Secondly, to the duties of | 
the people of his charge. 

The first duty of the Christian Minister is 
forcibly expressed by St. Paul to his beloved | 
Timothy—* Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be | 
ashamed, frightly dividing. the word of truth.” 
Sich are the responsibilities of the sacred of- 





; tor. 


fice, and such the mental, and moral, and spir- 
itual wants of the people of his charge, that’a 
preacher of the gospel of God our Saviour can- 
not be expected to succeed, without applying” 
himself closely to the study and contem lation 
of the word and works of God. The Sontr- 
TUBES, presenting in themselves a rich variety 
of sacred and holy doctrines, ‘precepts, and 
commands, must be indeed the man of his 
council, the guide of his actions, the companion 
of his days. He must study to know the will 
of God—to learn his pleasure—to understand 
| his purposes: He must make himself atquaint- 





- | ed with the unsearchable riches of divine love, 


| life, and grace ; he must explore the pages of 
| the “lively oracles” to learn the height and 


depth, the length and breadth of the great plan 


of salvation through Jesus Christ, that he may 
be able rightly to divide the word of truth, and 
| thus show himself a man approved unto God: 


| The bible must be read with the utmost atten- 


tion by the light of day and the lamp of night, 


| In all this, his labours must be‘direeted by the 


motto—“ BE VIGILANT.” But thigisnot to be 
his only study: the works of Nature’s God 
must be ¢ and examined with tion, 


Well has it been said—*‘the heavens declare 
| the glory of God, and the firmament showefhi 
forth his handy work.” From the most magé 
nificent, down to the minutest work of ¢rea- 
tion, something may be learned to illustrate thé 
power, to magnify the glory, to enhance the 
praise, and exemplify the goodness of the Crea- 


The glorious luminary of day, whep'ri- 
sing majestically from the chambers of the east, 
to enlighten and to enliven the sensitive and 
intellectual inhabitants of the earth—to dispel 
the vapours of the night, and revive the droop; 
ing plant—to light up a smile upon the face of 
creation ; cannot fail toremind the inquirer aftet 
truth that “‘ God is good unto all, and that hig 
tender mercies are over all his works.” The. 


| gentle rain, distilling “like the dew upon the 


tender herb”—or the copjous shower, when 


| duly considered, admirably illustrate the Kind- 


ly distillations of divine and sanctifying Grace, 7 
which, in God’s own time, will renovate each - 


| drooping soul, purify each spirit, and quickén 


into life eternal the race of man. And is it het 
a truth, that there is a tongue in every leaf, in 
every spire of grass, that whispers the conso- 
litary assurance, that He who rules in heaven, 
to whom ali creatures are indebted for life, atid 
breath, and all things—that He, who surveys 
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« with equal eye fis‘ God ofall; the; hepo,perish 


or the sparrow fall”—that:He, «who sees thro’, 


all creation—who moves the vast, machinery 
of the Universe—who satisfies the desires of 
every living thing—will hereafter, as now, 
prove himself the Friend, 'the Portion, the Sa- 
viour of all ? 

The wise PRovipENCE of God is admirably 
calculated to impress the mind with suitable 
awe and reverence. The stately goings forth 
of the Almighty, while they bespeak his pow- 
er and display his wisdom, urge upon the con- 
sideration of man the feebleness of his own 
energies ; and teach him the insufficiency of 
the exertions of mortals to secure the enjoy- 
ments of heaven. While viewing the works 
of Nature, of Providence, or Grace—whether 
examining in detail tle properties of matter— 
or beholding the heaving ocean—or listening to 
the whispering zephyr—or trembling amidst 
the forked lightning—or astounded with the 
peals of heaven’sartillery—or whether we con- 
template the rise and fall of empires—or wit- 
ness the world in peace—or whether we view 
the wandering sinner, daring Jehovah with his 

. impiety—or the child of Grace melted to con- 
-trition by the out-pourings of omnipotent Love, 
we feel no disposition to claim heaven as a re- 
ward of our merit. No—but rather, while 


alive to the emotions inspired by a judicious 
contemplation of these things, the reflecting 
soul longs after God, like the hunted hart for the 
water-brook, and feels its dependance on him 


for salvation. Hence we learn that the minis- 
ter of the gospel who would instruct, edify and 
¢omfort the people of his charge, must study 
the word of God—must contemplate the won- 
ders of Nature ; and that, in these momentous 
pursuits he must “be vigilant.” For without 
study, contemplation, and reflection, he cannot 
show himself a man approved unto God—a 
workman that needeth not be ashamed. 

Another duty that devolves upon the gospel 
minister is to avoid all sinful practices, and to 
“follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.” The publick labourer in the vineyard 
of our divine Master, must combine in himself 
all the properties of the verb—*to be, to do, 
to suffer.”” He must “ de vigilant” in improving 
his talents by study, and in watching over his 
own heart ; he must do the will of God as far 
as in him lies, by following righteousness, by 
improving his faith, by cultivating charity, and 
by inculcating “peace on earth, good will to- 
wards men,” It is not enough that he should 
abstain from the appearance of evil, he must 
do righteousness. He must be first in denying 
ungodliness and worldly desires—first in the 
practice of holiness, godliness, kindness, and 
love. He must not only keep himself unspot- 
ted from. the world, but he must put on the 
white garment of righteousness. He must also 
labour and suffer reproach for trusting in God 
our Saviour. 
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We cannot too highly appreciate olelient- 
‘ance of good exiles iechim who mel 
the ae station of a minister of the gos- 
pel... "Fhe véry:*nature of his profession en. 
courages his ae to look to him for a pattern 
of good works. While he enjoys the conf. 
dence of parents, it may be expected that chil- 
dren will be influenced by his walk and con. 
versation; the youth will expect to hear wis. 
dom and good council from his lips, and to find 
in his conduct, a model for their imitation : 
the middle aged will expect to find in hima 
companion anda virtuous friend ; while the 
aged will lean upon him as their stay and their 
staff, under God, to support them along their 
journey to the grave: Ah yes, and he must 
be ready to extend his helping hand to strength. 
en the hope, excite the confidence, and ewe. 
ken the zeal of those who need his aid. And 
in sickness and death, when heart and flesh 
are about to fail, he must stand by, like some 
ministering angel, to pour the balm of peace 
into the bosom of the desponding, and to Wipe 
the scalding tear from the eyes of the discon- 
solate. Thus he must be, and thus he must 
do ; but for all this, if necessary, he must suf- 
Jer. After his labours are done, and well done, 
he must submit to witness the carelessness of 
the wicked, the temporizing policy of the 
world—and to bear the reproaches of the proud, 
the contempt of the bigot, the sneers of the 
contemptuous. 

From the foregoing observations it may be 
inferred, that HUMILITY should be a distin- 
guishing characteristick of the gospel minister. 
The reflecting mind is often disgusted with the 
conduct of modern professors of Christianity. 
A haughty demeanour is by no means compati- 
ble with the professions of those who follow 
Christ and set themselves up as the preachers 
of his religion. The lowly deportment of hin 
who came to save the world, should, therefore, 
be constantly kept in view by him who aspires 
to becoming useful in disseminating the gospel 
of peace and equality. Yet the kind of huni- 
lity required, is more easily conceived than 
described. It should bea kind of modesty— 
free from pride, arrogance, or vanity, and tem- 
pered with that firm reliance on God, that no- 
ble and fearless independence of thought, word 
and action, which yields no other homage to 
man than that which merit demands and rea- 
son sanctions, and yet submits to be led, and 
guided, and controlled by the Lamb of God. 
To attain to that humble state of mind which 
is described as having been professed by Christ 
and his primitive apostles, it becomes the 
Christian minister to “be vigilant” in watch- 
ing over himself. 

Another important duty that devolves upon 
the minister of Christ, is, to “speak the things 
which become sound doctrine.” A temporizing 
policy in religious matters has become the 
order of the day. Many seemingly plausible 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


227 





ts are urged against the practice of 

ing the doctrines of the bible ; but how 

a faithful minister can dispense with this part 
of duty is beyond my ability to comprehend. 

The poctrines of the gospel constitute the 
foundation of that sublime system of morals, 
which, as Christians, we are bound to practice 
and inculcate. Without a knowledge of the 
principles on which the system is built, we 
cannot act from proper motives in the discharge 
of those moral and religious duties, without 
which, the peace and happiness of society 
would be endangered, if not destroyed. And 
if we take pains to examine the bible, it will 
be nt, that the ancient servants of God 
and his Christ, felt it to be their duty to pro- 
claim and defend, before all men as they had 
opportunity, the fundamentals of their faith. 
“My doctrine,” sang the Jewish law-giver, 
“ shall drop as the rain; my speech shall distil 
as the dew ; as the small rain upon the tender 
herb, and as the showers upon the grass ; be- 
cause I will publish the name of the Lord.” — 
“The doctrine of the Lord,” saith the Psalm- 
ist, “is perfect, converting the soul.” After 
Jesus had ended his sermon on the Mount, the 
“people were astonished at his doctrine ; for 
he taught as one having authority, and not as 
the Scribes.” The apostles were accused of 
filling Jerusalem with their doctrine—-they 
“spake to the people by doctrine, they ex- 
horted and convinced gainsayers by sound doc- 
trine ;” and when those faithful ambassadors 
of Christ selected and sent forth others to 
labour in the ministry of reconciliation, the 
charged them particularly to observe and preac 
good and wholesome doctrine. Paul ene 
Timothy to speak the things that become sound 
doctrine, and to take heed to himself and the 
doctrine. 

From these quotations it may be inferred 
that in the first period of Christianity, it was 
esteemed an important part of the duty of the 
evangelical preacher, to proclaim the principles 
of the doctrine of our Saviour; and if it were 
then necessary that these things should be 
dwelt upon with “plainness of speech,” we 
naturally conclude it is no less so in this age 
ef the world. The same ignorance, the same 
pride, the same haughtiness, the same unbelief, 
now exist, and consequently, the same kind of 
opposition now presents itself against our holy 
religion, that, in ancient times, prevented its 
me 4 extensive prevalence ; and hence, it re- 
quires the same kind of preaching as that of 
Christ and his apostles and their successors, to 
extend the truth, to break down an unsancti- 
fied opposition, and to rear on the broad founda- 
fion of eternal Love, the religion of God, of 

ature, and of Reason. 

We are not ignorant of the fact, that many 
are honestly opposed to the kind of preaching 
now recommended ; but this circumstance of 


itself, furnishes us an argument in favour of | 





the measure proposed. It is a truth, to which 
we must assent, that, by far too many are dis- 
posed to avoid investigation. .This, while it 
necessarily retards the progress of reason, af- 
fords us presumptive evidence that some per- 
sons feel an inward consciousness that their 
sentiments will not stand the test of examina- 
tion. Those who feel inclined to prove all” 
things and hold fast only that which is good, 
will desire to have their own, and the doctrines 
of others, held up to the light of heaven, that 
the world may discriminate between falsehood 
and truth—that the children of men may see, 
and hear, and know the truth as it is in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

It would be obviously improper for me, on 
this occasion, to advert in detail to the various 
points of doctrine which should be explained 
and defended by the gospel minister; yet I 
shall be indulged in briefly noticing a few of 
the many important particulars which will re- 
quire his attention. Among these, the charac- 
ter of God is of the first consequence. Most 
of the moral evils which mar the happiness of 
our fellow creatures, may be supposed to arise 
from ignorance of the character and perfections 
of our heavenly Father. All nations and ail 
kindreds of the earth, admit the existence of 
a First Cause; but it has been the misfortune 
of many—perhaps a large proportion of Christ- 
ians—to attribute to the God of the Universe 
passions, peoeci and purposes, which, 
beyond all contradiction, he never did, never 
will, never can possess. They have elevated 
him upon a throne of injustice—they have 
stained his garments with the blood of souls— 
they have armed him with the implements of 
eternal death—they have clad him in the habili- 
ments of vengeance-—while darkness, and de- 
solation, and fury, and hell, have gone before 
him! They have made him cruel, revenge- 
ful, changeable, an@ yet implacable :—And 
when he has been thus constituted a being that 
cannot be loved, they have trembled before 
his bloody throne, prostrated themselves in 
the dust—not of humiliation but of degrada- 
tion ; and with cries and groans, and sighs and 
tears, have attempted to operate upon his pas- 
sions, with a view of obtaining supplica- 
tions and exhibitions of distress, what his jus- 
tice and his mercy should have bestowed as a 
gift. Satisfied that a being of this character 
cannot deserve their confidence, they have re- 
sorted to their own exertions, prayers, and 

rofessions, to obtain blessings which the ma- 
ignity of their Deity is supposed to deny.~— 
Thus have they changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God into a being like unto corrupti- 
ble man ; and, although these mistaken indi- 
viduals are themselves the greatest sufferers, 
yet this fact only urges upon the faithful min- 
ister, the importance, nay, the necessity, of 
being “‘ vigilant” in teaching the true charac- 
ter of heaven’s, and earth’s, and nature’s God, 
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In connexion with his character, the holy 
Purposes of the Deity should be exhibited in 
their tiative purity and loveliness. This divine 
subject, while it fills the soul of the believer 
‘with love, joy and peace, cannot be too often 
dwelt upon as one of the strongest incentives 
\) t virtue and holiness. Inthe purposes of God 
~ we find asdisplay of that goodness and holiness 
which should ever guide us in our conduct one 
towards another, and in our feelings and actions 
towards the race of man indiscriminately. He 
having “ purposed in himself to gather togeth- 
ér in one, all things in Christ ;” having pro- 
mised, nay sworn, that all shall be blessed in 
the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world, the conviction is pressed home upon 
the heart, that if we would be like God, our 
goed feelings, our holy desires, dur ardent 
prayers, should be extended to all mankind, 
and that our purposes should ever be, to disse- 
Mminate happiness, to diffuse charity, to extend 
éur tender mercies to all our fellow-creatures. 
And O, how delightful is the reflection, that 
the faithful discharge of our duty in proclaim- 
ing these divine, these holy, these heaven-born 
realities, will, in God’s due time, fill earth with 
joy and heaven with hymns of never-dying 
praise. And may we not hope, that some of 
those who have gone forward in this glorious 
work—that some of those venerable and vene- 
rated worthies whose hairs are now whitened 
with the frost of many winters, who have long, 
and devotedly, and faithfully, laboured in the 
vineyard of our Lord, to make known the kind 
purposes of Israel’s God, may live to see the 
time, when the divine principles of love will 
fill every Christian heart—when a knowledge 
of God will cover the earth—when tears of 
joy shall bedew the cheek of age-—when an- 
thems of praise shall ascend from every heart, 
and when the fear of wrath and hell shall be 
annihilated ? O, may the “ stripling of Israel,” 
* who has been publickly set’apart to the work of 
‘the ministry, “be vigilant” in setting before 
the dear people of his charge, in a proper man- 
ner, and with suitable zeal, the will, the pro- 
mises, the covenant, the purposes of God. 

T will beg attention to one other point of 
doétritie, which, though included in the pur- 

of God, is worthy of particular attention. 
allude to the great plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. A misunderstanding of this sub- 
ject has led to many unpleasant consequences 
and fatal errours. No idea can be more detri- 
mental to the peace, and destructive of the 
happiness of mankind, than that salvation by 
Jesus Christ is a deliverance from punishment. 
This notion has, by its operation upon the 
minds of intelligent beings, peopled our prisons 
with unhappy convicts, and drenched the world 
in blood. It has, by its legitimate operation, I 
repeat, been a powerful incentive to crime. It 
has induced the uninformed to neglect the 
grace and abuse fhe mercy of God; it has bro- 





ken down the barriers of the gospel. against 
licentiousness ; it has, in its effect upon com- 
munity, been the poison of social life—the fell 
destroyer of moral goodness; and last, though 
not least, it has brought Christianity into dis- 
tepute, by perverting its truths and misapply- 
ing its precepts. All this will be apparent if 
we consider, that the hope of escape from the 
just penalty of any law whether human or di- 
vine, operates as an encouragement to violate 
it. Hence the importance of having the truth 
as relates to the plan of salvation urged upon 
the consideration of mankind. The world 
should know that Christ came into his king- 
dom to save mankind from their Sins, and not 
from any penalty they may incur, Vigilance 
in detecting and exposing the popular errours 
of mankind on this subject, and faithfulness in 
exhibiting the truth, is a duty of the first im- 
portance to the minister and his people. 

But while it is necessary that the distinguish- 
ing features of a gospel salvation should be 
held up to view, to discountenance. irreligion 
and vice, it is no less essential that they should 
be dwelt upon to encourage the desponding, to 
comfort the disconsolate, and to induce man- 
kind to love and practice virtue and holiness. 
While, on the one hand, the mimister of Christ 
should warn his brethren that “‘God will by 
no means clear the guilty”—that “the right- 
eous shall be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner”—on the oth- 
er, he should hold up the encouraging promises 
of the Gospel—the GosreL, I say; which 
brings peace, and joy, and comfort, and divine 
satisfaction to the soul. 

With these vast responsibilities resting upon 
the minister of the gospel, he has an undoubt- 
ed right to look to his brethren, the people of 
his charge, for aid and direction in the import- 
ant work he is called to perform. This will 
lead us to a brief notice of the duties which 
devolve on them. 

Having found, from the consideration of his 
parochial duties, fhat the publick servant of 
Christ is in duty bound to speak the things that 
become sound doctrine, we are naturally led to 
conclude, that the people are under obligation to 
attend upon his pubhck administration of the 
word. 

There are but few, comparatively speaking, 
who duly appreciate the importance of punc- 
tuality in attending the worship ef God. It 
too frequently happens, that people, whose 
faith is firm, and who wish well to the eause.of 
truth, unnecessarily absent themselves from 
the house of God. Such conduct, while it 
wounds the feelings of the faithful Pastor, ar- 
gues a deplorable, if not a criminal indifference 
to the interests of true religion. It is impos- 
sible, if I rightly judge, for any one who is 
under the influence of a pure and evangelical 
faith—-whose soul is filled with loye—whose 
heart,is warmed with philanthropy, to feel in- 
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different to the exercises of the sanctuary, It 
is here that the tender mercies of God are re- 
counted—it is here that divine and impartial 
love is pourtrayed—it is here that the holy life 
and, examples of Jesus are held up to view, 
that mortals may wonder, admire, and cbey— 
it is here that the penitential tear is seen to 
fall—it is here that the smile of holy joy is 
lighted up upon the countenance—and it is 
here, too, that hymns of praise, and anthems 
of gratitude ascend to heaven, as a sincere but 
feeble requital for the blessings of Grace. How 
cold, then, must be that heart, how faint that 
hope, how impotent that faith, which can vol- 
untarily deprive itself of the privileges and 
blessings of social worship. 

The people of his charge should cheerfully 
render their minister the fruits of their wisdom 
and experience, We have seen from the prece- 
ding observations, that he who labours in the 
gospel vineyard, must “study to show himself 
a man approved of God, a workman that need- 
eth not to be ashamed ;” and those who have 
been conversant with the innumerable duties 
of the office, need not be told that the mind 
as well.as the body, is often impaired by in- 
tense application to study. Under these cir- 
cumstances nothing can te more useful than 
the counsel, advice, and encouragement of 
friends—nothing more grateful than the voice 
of friendship, to cheer the heart, and to en- 
courage the soul in its efforts to be useful.— 
“ And we beseech you,” said the Apostle to 
the Thessalonians, “ we beseech you, brethren, 
to know them which labour among you, and 
are, over you in the Lord, and admonish you ; 
and to esteem them very highly for their 
work’s sake—and be at peace among your- 
selves.” 

It is also considered the duty of a religious 
people, to strengthen the hands and encourage 
the heart of their Pastor, by frequent supplica- 
tions at the throne of Grace. “ Brethren,” said 
an apostle, “ pray for us ;”? and the exhortation 
should not be lost upon those who profess, in 
this age of the world, to love our Lord and his 
religion. 

We are not at liberty to presume, that the 
purposes of God can be altered by our peti- 
tions ; yet that holy frame of mind, that de- 
vout: submissiveness to the will of Christ, 
which would lead a. united le to pray for 
the success of truth and the prosperity and 
happiness of their publick servant, like a pre~ 
paration of the heart from God, would ensure 
sucéess to his labours and render the adminis- 
tration of the word of life a mean of extending 
the kingdom of peace. Let it hence be under- 
stood, that it is the bounden duty of the peo- 
Ple, to pry without ceasing, for the reconcilia- 
tion of the world to God—for the spread of 
truth—for the disenthralment of the human 
mitd—for the extengion ef knowledge—for the 
perpetuation of civil, religious and mental li- 


berty—and that all this may im due time be 
realized—for the general prevalence ef the di- 
vine principles of rational Christianity. 

In view of the arduous and_responsible du- 
ties which devolve upon the minister, it. will 
not be thought improper to observe, that his 
people should be suitably solicitous and active 
in supplying his temporal wants. The nature 
of his profession is such, that it forbids: him 
from attending to the ordinary means of pro- 
curing the necessaries of life. In recommend 
ing an observance of this duty, 1 would, not be 
understood as advocating the propriety of lay- 
ishing temporal favours upon one who should 
ever be humble in his pretensions and prudent 
in his expenditures. The servant should nat 
be raised above his Master. There is a medi- 
um between extravagance and penuriousness— 
between giving too much and giving not 
enough for the comfortable and respectable 
maintenance of the servant of the people, 
which should be carefully observed. 

Lastly :—The Peopie should preach tite 
wholesome precepts of Jesus by well ordered lives 
and godly conversation. If there be one duty 
more important than another it is this ; for, it 
is to the conduct of professors that the world 
will look for the practical effect of the doctrine. 
they maintain. Are they cold, and stupid, and 
formal—are they destitute of love, of charity, 
of philanthropy, of benevolence, of kindness— 
are their minds. bent on the attainment of be~ 


nour, the aequisition of wealth—are they ne+ 
glectful of their duty to themselves, their 
neighbours, their enemies, or their God and his 
Christ—or, are they openly profane, immoral, 
and irreligious? then the weight of the world’s 


prejudice, the contempt of bi and the 
ridicule of fools will fall upon the lead of their 
pastor and the doctrine hé proclaims! Hence, 
the livés of professors Bhowld be a practical 
comment on the goodness of the cause th 

| have espoused, Each one should “be vigilant” ° 
| in keeping his feet in the pathway of ‘taligions 
| and moral duty. 

Having submitted these thoughts on the to- 
picks suggested by the subject, I will hasten 
to a conclusion, by making 2 few observations . 
designed for the benefit of the different classes 
who are deeply interested in the conclusions te 
be drawn from it. , 

It has already been observed that niuch de- 
pends on the faithfulness of the minister of the 
gospel; yet I should do injustice. to my. own 
feelings were I to neglect to mention a few 
additional particulars. “9 

But a few years since, Christianity, even.in 
America, was clad in habiliments of :mourni 
and misery. Its ministers, instead of sounding 
the trumpet of salvation, felt it to be theit duty. . 
to dwell upon the theme. of direful wrath and 
endless misery, as a mean of exciting emotions 
| of love in the human breast, But alas! theif. 
eftris were incffectusl, apd their ahouts aype- 
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surably useless. At that period of mental 
darkness, no friendly voice was heard from the 
walls of Zion proclaiming the impartial love 
of God ; but sorrow and crying pervaded the 
earth: then, there were no faithful heralds of 

a clad tidings of great joy,”—then, darkness 
covered the earth, and gross darkness the peo- 
ple.” Buta kind Providence bestowed a help- 
er in timie of need. The voice of one crying 
in the wilderness and in the solitary places was 
heard, and scenes of joy were witnessed which 
imagination can conceive, but which no tongue 
can describe. One after another arose in the 
majesty of truth to contend earnestly for the 
faith. A little more than half a century has 
brought about an unparalleled reformation in 
the religious world. Hundreds, by means of 
a preached gospel—nay, thousands have been 
brought to the knowledge and enjoyment of un- 

* adulterated truth. “Phus joy has been diffused 

throughout our land by means and measures 
similar to those which it is our humble desire 
now to recommend. 

It is only by so doing that we can expect to 
continue the good work so auspiciously begun, 
and so successfully, thus far, carried on. Our 
aged fathers, who have so long, and so ardu- 
ously toiled in the vineyard of our common 
Lord, are now in the decline of life, and will 
shortly need repose. Hence, it would give us 
joy, more easily felt than described, to see 
young and able ministers of the New Testa- 
ment, not of the letter but of the spirit, rising 
up to fill the ranks and supply the waste places 
of Zion. These instances of the favour of 
heaven, while they afford us present happiness, 
serve to excite the blissful hope, that, with the 
blessing of God, their labours will be eminent- 
ly successful in disseminating the truth and 
widely diffusing its concomitant advantages. 
Though their labours”are attended by many 
discouragements and trials, we feel assured 
that the Master of assemblies will aid and sus- 
tain all those who are devoted to his service. 
Yea, we humbly trust, that such as are found 
on the Lord’s side, will be blessed, and made 
to triumph in his great and holy name, though 
earth and hell should conspire to destroy them. 
And may we not hope that a proper devoted- 
ni$ss to the cause of liberal principles, and faith- 
fulness in the discharge of our moral and reli- 
gious duties, will serve to enlighten the minds 
of our fellow beings, and be suecessful in pros- 
trating those walls of partition which have so 
long prevented an exercise of the best feelings 
of our nature? Yes, if both ministers and 
ive to see the time, when the tottering throne 
of anti-christ shall crumble and fall—when su- 

_ perstition shall flee before the effulgent beams 
of gospel’ light—when Errour,. with her hag- 
gard train, Shalt be deprived of her’ empire— 
when bigotry shall no tonger disturb the world 


be her orerweening eftechpient to erecds of | 


peoree do their duty, we, kind auditors, may 





men and sacred imposition, and when the 
comely edifice of Reason shall be erected on 
the sure foundation of immutable Love and 
everlasting Right. 

And finally, may the copious showers of di- 
vine and sanctifying grace descend from heaven 
upon you all. In your collective capacity, 
may you increase in strength and in love—and 
as individuals, may you all know by sweet ex- 
perience, the happiness, which, like a river 
from the throne of God, issues from the king- 
dom of peace to refresh and cleanse the souls 
of mortals here below. 

And when you are called from hence, to bid 
adieu to the joys and sorrows of this uncertain 
world, then—O, then, may your emancipated 
souls be wafted to the regions of the blest, 
there to realize, in full fruition, the blissful 
purity of heaven ; and with saints and angels, 
and all created intelligences, to sing the praise 
of God, and chant, in deathless hallelujahs, the 
honours of his name. AMEN, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
THE ESSAYEST, NO. 7. 

All mankind desire to be happy—all labour 
continually to gratify this desire. Whence, 
then the cause of failure, for fail mankind do? 
Misery rears herhorrid front, and scatters her 
noxious effluvia through every atmosphere. All 
countries, all ages, all ranks, all conditions, 
bear the impress of her footsteps. and exhibit 
the insignia of her triumphs. Why is this mon+ 
ster permitted to prey upon us? Why are we 
the subjects of her lamentably permanent 
reign? ‘Man is born to suffer—he must sub- 
mit to the dominion of Misery,” say the de- 
sponding and faint hearted. ‘He must be 
raiserable here that he may be happy hereaf- 
ter,” say our divines and all those the know 
more of heaven than they do of earth, and are 
better acquainted with Jehovah than with men. 
“God, as a kind and beneficent father, has, in 
his wisdom, deemed it proper to inflict terrible 
evils on his children, that they may know how 
to appreciate enjoyments,” it is said, and from 
time immemorial this stupid doctrine has been 
preached, to justify tyrants in their usurpations 
and priests in the maintenance of their craft. 
Did a people suffer from a despotick govern- 
ment, they were dissuaded from choosing @ 
milder form, for it was better they should sul- 
fer; they would feel so much the more happy 
when they were relieved. Did the priest make 
us miserable, (reader, pardon the supposition, ) 
did he make us sick with the silly tales he told 
—miserable by the dreams he made us believe, 
and wretcliedl by robbing us of the bread we 
wanted for our children. Why, all was well: 
we should be so much the more happy when 
we Become happy. - 

If fod yaakes me miscrable to-day, whist 
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surety have I that he will not make me the 
same to-morrow ? If God makes his children 
miserable, who shall make them happy ? Poor 
consolation indeed, to be told that our sufferings 
come from God. From him we had hoped to 
receive good. To him we had hoped to fly as 
a place of refuge, as a shelter from the storms 
of affliction which beat upon us. But if he 
send afflictions, if he hurl the bolts of adversi- 
ty, what is there left ? what hope? what tow- 
erof defence? ‘O, the misery we suffer will 
do us good, and make us happier; it is only a 
blessing in disguise.” So forsooth, we reason, 
ingenious to perpetuate our sufferings. Grant 
that good sometimes follows evil, does not evil 
sometimes follow .good? and why not say— 
that our enjoyments are evils in disguise /— 
Whatever produces agreeable sensations, we 
call go0d ; and we call ourselyes happy in pro- 
portion as these sensations are predominant.— 
Evil and misery are the reverse. To say evil 
may be good and misery may be happiness, is 
to confound all distinctions, to destroy all know- 
ledge, to deny the superiour desirableness of 
any object, of any pursuit or of any act. Pain 
is not pleasure. No sophistry can make it so. 
Pain is an evil; no matter whether the pain 
proceed from real or imaginary objects, wheth- 
erit be unavoidable or removeable, temporal 
or eternal, it is an evil, an absolute evil, pro- 
portioned to the intensity of the sensation. It 
is the opposite of all I call good, the destruction 
of which my experience teaches me is for my 
happiness. Hence, to me itis an evil. I do 
not know what it may be to other beings, or 
what I may receive from it in some other 
world ; but here, while it lasts it is an evil. 
“Whatever is, is right,” says Pope, but 
Pope had a much better faculty at making 
thymes than ethicks. There is evil in the 
world. Every body suffers more or less. Eve- 
ry body desires to be happy, yea, labours to be. 
Why, itis asked again, are they not? Is it 
because we are doomed to be miserable ? Who 
doomed us? or who has stamped us with such 
acurse? Jehovah ?—Breathe it not—think it 
not. It is a foul slander upon his character. 
The bible declares “ Jehovah is good,” and 
who does not know that goodness cannot pro- 
duce evil, nor subject its offspring to its do- 
minion? If God be good he is not the cause 
of our sufferings, and to charge them upon 
him must betray our want of respect for his 
character. 
“But our sufferings are punishments from 
God,” some will say. But for what does he 
gm ? for our vices ? why so? what is vice? 
tis a wrong acticn ; but what is a wrong ac- 
Why does 


tion? One which brings misery. 
it bring misery? Because it is wrong /—No: 
but it is wrong because it brings misery. To 
Punish one, then, because he has done wrong, 





is only because he has brought some misery 
upon himself fo make him :nore miserable.— . 





That is, if a man burn down his barn, he must 
have his house burned; or if he cut off one 
hand, he must lose the use of the other; or if 
he break another man’s head, he must have 
his own broken! OQ, fine principle! is * 
would multiply suffering as fast as any one. 
could wish. But why does God punish ? Could 
he not prevent crime? or does he choose to ™ 
permit, or allow, or, as others say, compel its 
commission, that he may have the inexpressi- 
ble pleasure of punishing it, and we the favour 
of feeling a great deal better when we get over 
it ? ; 
Why then do we suffer? The cause is in 
ourselves. Deity has made us as he saw fit—~ 
it is not ours to find fault. He made the world 
as he liked ; that is none of our business. He 
has established a certain fixed order, whiely f° 
call the order of nature, or certain laws which 
may be called the laws of nature. Why he 
established these laws I know not, I ask not. 
But this much experience has taught me,— 
when we obey these laws we are h 3 when 
we disobey we are miserable. The cause of, 
our suffering is not in the bosom of Jehovah ; 
but in our deviating from the order, the. laws 
which he has established. The cause of our 
deviation is ignorance. Every man purgnes 
that course he believes will lead to enjoyment. 
He fails only because he took a wrong course. 
Show him the right and he wil! pursue with & 
zeal and perseverance proportioned to his de- 
sire for happiness. r 
The reason, then, why we are not happy, is. 
because we are ignorant of the means of bet- 
tering our condition, We have been studying 
nursery tales, when we should have been learr.- 
ing the best means of procuring food, clothing 
and shelter; have been poring over musty 
volumes of legendary lore, when we should 
have been examining things contiguous to us, 
or objects connected with our welfare—endea- 
vouring to propitiate the gods, when we should 
have been conciliating the affections of men— 
and disputing about angels and demons, when 
we ought to have been studying ourselves. 
All we want is instruction. Let nature be our 
instructor, her lessons our delight, and we shall 
be happy. Let men study to be honest, indus- 
trious in some useful calling, benevolent to 
their fellow creatures. This will be more pro= 
fitable than obsolete creeds, silly tracts, fool- 
ish chatechisms, or’ stupid folios of polemical 
theology, with the whole list of et ceteras. Yes, 
let us pursue this course and all will be well— 
and happiness become the birthright of our 
children. O. A. B. 











“No man,” says Seneca, “is nobler born 
than another, unless he is born with better 
abilities, or with 4 more amiable disposition.— 
They who make such a parade with their fanii- 
ly pictures and pedigrees, are rather-to be ealj- 
cd nated, or notopious, then noble persons.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


The doctrine of John Calvin, clearly stated, in- 
contestibly proved, and faithfully applied ina 
Sermon preached and published by a Reverend 
Doctor of Divinity. 

* For all this-his anger is not turned away, but his 
arm is stretched out still.”—Isa, v.25. 

From the solemn and devout countenances 
of my audience, I am induced to believe that 
Iam addressing a congregation of pious and 
devout Calvinists, each of whom can say— 
“Lord, I-thank thee that Iam not as other 
men,’’ friends of Emanuel, of the pure, una- 
dulterated Calvinistick faith; who, having dis- 
carded -human reason that great enemy to truc 
piety,. are ready to-receive God’s word as it is 
‘handed down to us by that eminent saint and 
Servant of God, John Calvin, the founder of 
our sect, through the only legitimate medium,’ 
the orthodox ministers of Christ. 

I shall divide my subject as follows : 

ist, 2 shall attempt to show that Power and 

nger are the prime attributes of Deity. 

2nd, That Fear and Faith constitute religion, 
and then make some remarks by way of appli- 
cation. 

First, then, I am to show that power and 
Giger are the prime attributes of Deity. We 
read, “God is angry with the wicked every 
day.” If any other evidence than what we 








find written in the word of God was necessary | 
to prove this, only consider for a moment the | 
magnitude of that power, and the intensity of | 
that wrath which could create myriads of hu- | 
man beings without their knowledge or con- | 


sent, on purpose for eternal and inexpressible 
misery ; and that this is the fact we are abun- 
dantly informed, not only by the great and 
good Calvin, but also by the Reverend Assem- 
bly of Divines at Westminster, and all other 
orthodox ministers, who alone have a right to 
expound the scriptures, which you are tHerefore 
bound to believe, as your parents, when you 
were baptized, covenanted you should do, as 
the only means of escaping that punishment 
which ig due to unbelievers. To be sure, it is 
said‘by some, that the scriptures~ abound in 
like these : “Love is the fulfilling of 
the Law,” “God is love,” &c. and that if our 
exposition of the bible is true, then a contra- 
diction is true, of course the scriptures are de- 
stroyed or of none effect. But this you are to 
regard as the language of infidelity, and never 
to lose sight of the main point just laid down, | 
“that we orthodox ministers alone have a right | 
to expound the scriptures :” ull else is “carnal | 
reason,” which is enmity against God, aud in | 
opposition to religion. Have we not constantly | 
heard it sounded in our ears.from the pulpit, | 
“as. death leaves us judgement finds us?” The 
enemies of religion say that this passage, and 
maty° similar ones-which we consider as all 
important, camnot be found any ‘there except 
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in creeds ond eatechisms. This objection ig 
from the.same source with that which said, 
“* Ye shall not surely die?’ Such sinners. are 
to be shunred and abhorred as you would avoid 
the fatal Upas tree. None doubt the powerof 
God to inflict endless punishment on the final- 
ly impenitent ; and how can we doubt his dis. 
position to inflict it, when we consider what 
mus* be his own sufferings wl en afhicted by 
his tormenting passion. God is first angry with 
the sinner for sinning, then angry on account 
of the great uneasiness which this anger occa- 
sions to himself; so that it is impossible it 
should ever end, but must go on accumulating 
throughout a never ending eternity. This 
must necessarily be the case, if sin is infinite, 
which it is clearly proved to be from the fifth 
verse of the 22d chap. of Job, where Eliphaz 
the Zemanite says to good old Job, “Is nut thy 
wickedness great and thine iniquities infinite?” 
What, if there is not another word in the 
whole bible about the infinity of sin, except 
where the Lord says to Eliphaz, “‘ My wrath 
is kindled against thee and thy two friends, fer 
ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right 
as my servant Job hath?” Every part of the 


‘bible is equally holy and true, as has always 


been held by our divines ; therefore the words 
of Eliphaz are equally valid with those of Dei- 
ty himself. Indeed we are bound to consider 
them as better, being all the scripture evidence 
we have in favour of the infinity of sin, but 
which, when added to the greater weight:of 
evidence contained in the assertion of all God’s 
faithful ministers of our order, is more than 
sufficient for good Calvinists. Furthermore, 


i} as God. is infinite, it follows of course that 


every sin against him must be infinite, the av- 
dacity of Infidels who assert that nothing short 
of infinity can perform an infinite act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. It is not the mag- 
nitude of the offence, but of the power offended 
which determines the degree of guilt and pun- 
ishment ; and pursuing the same course ob te 
soning. our Legislature should punish all crimes 
equally, a thing long had in contemplation, and 
to be carried into effect when the power of go- 
vernment has passed into our hands, as by the 
blessing of God and the unwearied exertions 
of the faithful labourers of our order must s00n 
be accomplished. This would make the coa- 
sistency of our doctrines apparent, and place 
them beyond the power of subterfuge and in- 
infidelity, by adding “ confirmation strong” to 
the irrefragible arguments already advanced to 
prove my first proposition ; and so I pass on 
the 

2nd. That Fear and Faith constitute religior 

Of all the means by which the stubborn 1 
ture of fallen and depraved man is subdued, 
fear is undoubtedly the most powerful instr 
ment. Without it what would become of ou! 
religion ? The daughterof Zion. would moum; 
the temple of God would be forsaken ; tt 
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ople would no longer bring their offerings, 
and the priests and Levites would sit in sack- 
cloth and ashes, and chaos come again. Dread- 
fal catastrophe ! horrid thought! That fear is 
one of the grand hinges upon which true reli- 
gion turns, is abundantly evident from scrip- 
ture. Belshazzar trembled exceedingly when 


he saw the hand writing upon the wall; Ba- | 


Jaam’s ass was sore afraid when she saw the 
angel; and even the devils believe and trem- 
ble. Here is faith as well as fear; and you 
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tablished by John Calvin himself. How then 
dare you entertain a doubt ? 
Thus [have proved to the satisfaction of all 
| but opposers of religion, that power and anger 
are the prime attributes of Deity, and that fear 
and faith constitute religion. I am now to make 
| some remarks applicable to the subject. 
If we look around on the mass of mankind 
| ‘and compare the disciples of Calvin with the 
rest of the world, we have the strongest evi- 
dence that we belong exclusively to the elect, 


' 


are altogether inexcusable if you have not as | and the residue, especially the Universalists, 
much religion as heathen kings, dumb brutes, | compose the goats which are to be placed on 
and devils. There are those who deny this | the left’ Every thing conspires to prove it.— 
cardinal point of doctrine and say ‘that fear is | Who ever knew a Calvinist to defraud his 
the meanest of all the passions ; that it cannot | neighbour, or to hanker after filthy lucre ?— 
purify the heart ; that it makes hypocrites and | No, his whole soul is absorbed in the glories of 
enthusiasts, but not good men or real christians; | the celestial world, and he scorns the dross of 
that it is a powerful engine to build up an over- |mammon. When was he known to phrenzy 
grown and dangerous hierarchy; that those | his brain by inhaling that liquid hell, ardent 
only who are base have any reason to fear ; the | spirits, except when indisposed, or in low spir- 
among the ignorant who have only received a | its, or some other good reason, and even then 

rverted education the fear of ghosts, witcles, | he is always careful that the right hand shall 
Pobgoblins and other imaginary beings cefitin- | not know what the left hand doeth, lest the 
ually haunts the mind and fills the cup f ra- | example should be used as an excuse and pre- 
tional enjoyment with gall ; that the ¢esign of | tence by evil doers; even his countenancewith 
its use is to render the people docileand obe- | up cast eyes; his tone of voice; his very gait, 
dient to an aspiring and ever res#ess priest- | all proclaim him to be not of this world 
hood. All this you are to consider as tares | Who ever heard of church quarrels, lawsuits, 
sown by the great enemy of sou¥, opposers to | or bickerings, among the saints >~-No; every 
the cause of God; and its prypagators are to | thing combines to remind us that God has cho- 
be viewed as wicked infidels ;for I tell you, of | sen the weak things of this world to confound 
atruth, our church cannot without it, and | the wise. Hence it is, that children first, wo- 


that is sufficient for a Calvitist. 

Faith is the next and Ast point which we | 
shall at this time consi@t. Of its great im- | 
portance we shall be convinced if we reflect | 
that the apostles, (in whose place we the ortho- | 
dox clergy stand,) Aad less in quantity than 
a grain of mustard seed, and yet that quantity, | 
small as it was, aaswered the purpose. And | 
that this faith is attainable by all, without regard | 
to evidence, all but infidels admit. They pre- | 
tend that belief or unbelief is not under our 
control, but must be determined by the weight 
of evidence presented to the mind ; that con- | 
sequently two persons rarely think alike on 
almost any subject; and affect great astonish- 
ment when they kear a number of persons pro- 
fess (although in the most solemm manner and 
in the face of heaven and earth,) teeir full and 
entire belief in each and every article of our 
ereed. This again is rank infidelity—heresy 
of the first magnitude ; for I can assure you, 
they could in like manner have believed ntuch 
more had it been required. It is readily con- 
ceded that in the common affairs of life, people 
may, and do differ in opinion, and the reason 
is obvious: there is no priest to direct them, 
and they rely on carnal reason which is enmity 
against God: Not so in matters of a spiritual 
nature ; here they have a lamp to their feet and 





| men next, and lastly the weaker class of men, 


press into the kingdom of heaven, while men 
of science either openly oppose the great cause. 
of Calvinism or by their lukewarm silence 
show their unbelief. When we tell them they 
ought to lend their substance freely to the Lerd, 
to live unto-God, and to die daily, they harden 
their hearts to their own ¢ondemnation, and sav, 
if it is necessary to die daily, it is equally ne- 
cessary to take drugs and medecines daily, to 
be wrapt in perpetual gloom, and totally dis- 
qualify ourselves for every active duty in life 
by stamping every enjoyment thereof with a 


| death’s head; thus making men despise the 


offering of the Lord. To what source shail 
we trace this great.and growing evil? -To 
carnal reason, a want of faith;and met having 
the fear of God before their eves. 

As I have before hinted, no person is a fit 
subject for Calvinism, who is not prepared tu 
render up to the clergy of our order the exer- 
cise of his reason, which being of this world 
must be spiritually controlled ; for if this is 
not conceded it might soon be said, “ the glory 
is departed from Israel.” You have ne excuse 
for not uniting in Calvinism ; for you have only 
to believe it true, and it will be so whether 
you understand it or not, and you of conrse 
shall surely go to heaven ; for works can be of 





alight to their path, one ordained of God to 
Tead the lost sheep ; his credentials clearly es- 


no consequence to those of ths elect, as they 
i eanvot in the least alter God’s unalterable de- 
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crees. You need not fear because we tell you 
it is absolutely necessary that you believe in 
the existence of a material hell ; we mean it 
for our opponents, not for ourselves. According 
to Calvin and his preaclers, who are infallible, 
it must be-located somewhere in the centre of 
the earth along with Mr. Symmes’ subterra- 
nean world; a place which the righteous never 
expect to explore. 

Nor do the advantages of our religion belong 
exclusively to another world. It affords us 
great comfort and support even in this vale of 
tears, for the advantages of our faith are incal- 
culable. It covers a multitude of sins. If a 
brother happens in any way to circumvent or 
over-reach an unbeliever, the church sttpport 
him. If he should chance, through the vviles 
of satan, (to which even the elect are sone- 
times liable,) to become intoxicated, or fall ou 
any other stumbling block, we throw the man- 





tle of charity over him provided appearances 
are saved, and too much scandal is not sustain- 
ed by the church. And if complaint is made 
by the wicked, we all cry out with one voice, 
‘ religion is persecuted.” The great advanta- 
ges which we Calvinists have always derived 
from this method of identifying ourselves with 
religion are almost incredible. Again: if one 
of those most dangerous of all men, a moral, 
philosophical infidel, becomes obnoxious to us 
on account of his obstinacy and influence in 
society, we, as a body, attack him to great ad- 
vantage ; and thus give him in this world, a 
foretaste of what he is certain to receive in the 
néxt. No matter in what way this is accom- 
plished, for in the service of God the end al- 

ways sanctifies the means ; for having proved 
incontestibly that our God is a God of wrath, 
nothing is more obvious than that it is our in- 
dispensible duty to imitate his adorable per- 
fections as far as in our power—to fight valiant- 
ly for the God of Calvinism, and pull down 
the strong holds of Satan’s kingdom by destroy- 
ing his subjects. It is true we do not possess | 
the keys of the bottomless pit, but then it is | 
in our power in various ways to heap coals of | 
fire on the heads of the ungodly, the enemies 
of our sect. If in these dark and dreary times 
we are restrainetl by sinners, and do not pos- 
sess power to employ the stake and the faggot, 
as did the great and good John Calvin, and | 
many of his pious followers, yet as a combined | 
and organized body, we can do much ; and | 
who knows but by the blessing of God, and | 
the proper use of means, Calvinism may en- 
tirely prevail over errour and delusion? The | 
fear of God, and faith in his ministers, is all 
that is necessary for you; and. as those of the 

non-elect are accursed even in this life, it is 

proper they should receive as much of misery 
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focus of infinite and eternal wrath. Glorious 
prospect! heart-cheering reflection! Fight on 
valiantly then, for the cause of Calvinism, for 
great is your reward. What if we are told that 
Christ said much about love and good works 
even to our enemies? that visiting the sick, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and 
that even giving a cup of cold water is more 
acceptable than fasts and long prayers to be 
seen of men? This I tell you was never meant 
for Calvinists, and that is sufficient. We have 
enough to do to support the societies for propa- 
gating the gospel among the poor perishing 
heathen, and building up the great and good 
cause throughout the world. 

The mysteries of God are unsearchable and 
past finding out. Who would have believed 
that what.was hailed as the greatest and most 
beneficial discovery ever made by man, was 
(for our sins no doubt) a real curse in disguise? 
that the printing types, while they were. the 
sweans of disseminating the holy scriptures 
fitm sea to sea and from the rivers unto the 
enc's of the earth, were, at the same time, the 
wea} ‘ons of satan, which, through the medium 
of huivan science, introduced that pest, infide- 
lity, ini'e God’s heritage, to the great injury of 
Calvinis: u, and the grief of all orthodox pastors. 
It is truly @ time of rebuke and great tribula- 
tion to the lect who should cry mightily unto 
God, because’ evil men bear rule and the wick- 


ed flourish. 
(‘To be concluded.) 

















- ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


«+ EARNESTLY COS TEND FOR THE FAITH.” 

















THE ORISIS. 

We have often atlmonisbed our readers of an ap- 
proaching period when every {friend ef religion, morali- 
ty, and the rights of man, wou!d be called upon to op- 
pose, firmly, and oprmsry, the popular schemes of the 
day. Standing, as we do, upon the walls of Zion, and 
being place‘ there, (as we have the vanity to believe) 
by the confidence of friends whose interests we cannot 
neglect, it devolves upon us, in the fear of God, to pro- 
claim that the time of trial has fully come. [t is no 
longer to be concealed—iT 15 VO LONGER DENIED— 
that the self-styled “ orthodox ” have determined to 
exert all their strength, to prostrate the liberties of 
our country, by setting up a more oious ané abomina- 
ble heirarchy than was ever before p ermitted to curse 
the earth. 

A regular system of * begging money for God” has 
been carried on, by a powerful and well-organised 
horde of clerical impostors, until funds, fo a vast @ 
mount, have been accumulated, amply siffcient to 
warrant them in the attempt, to effect by FoReE, what 
they have failed in accomplishing by fraud and decep- 


and as little of happiness as possible while | tron, under the mask of religion. Judging from there- 
here ; it is therefore our duty to attend to them | ports of their various societies—falsely -called “ chari- 
in this life, tae devil will take charge of them | table "—we speak advisedly when we affirm thet they 
in the next, where they. will be ptaced in the | have ¥ow, more money and ayvailable property, than 
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eg be raised in the treasury department of the United 
states.* This vast amount, in the hands of men 
whose lives have been an unbroken scene of pious ava- 
rice, has long been considered, by the reflecting portion 
community, as extremely dangerous to the rights 
gd liberties of the people. Yet, so long as no overt 
xts of the kind were committed, our citizens have 
quelled their fears and spoken with modesty of their 
hemes. And furthermore, such has been the power 
ind influence of the clergy, that many, who at heart 
jespised both the men and their measures, have prefer- 
reda quiet acquiesence, to open hostility against them. 
jndeed, nsany well meaning persons have contributed to 
their funds rather than to incur their displeasure, or 
suffer their prospects to be blusted by their anathemas. 
Thusthey have been suffered to go on,—and while 
their untiring industry has, now and then, excited 
glarm, the people have, as a body, delayed a manful 
resistance. 

But, within a few months past, the mask has been 
stripped from the enemies of our freedom, and the 
opsEct they have so long had in view, as a polar star 
togaide them in all their serpentine movements, is 
declared, in language that need not, and cannot be 
misunderstood. All their schemes for “ evangelizing 
the world,” have terminated in the distinct avowal, 
that within ten, or twenty years at most, no person shall 
hold an office in the States or Union, that has not re- 
ceived his education {at their hands, and will not 
(at least before the world) profess a belief in their 
dogmas! This has been unequivocally asserted by 
Ezra Stiles Ely, of Philadelphia, and has been sounded 
from orthodox pulpits in every quarter of our country. 
It bas been impudently affirmed, that their object now 
is,to have “a Christian party in politicks,” while in- 
pumerable attempts have been made, in this and other 
states, to control elections by sectarian influence. 

Attempts have frequently been made to deprive re- 
spectable citizens of rights, guaranteed by the letter 
and spirit of our Constitution, by denying them the 
privilege of giving their testimony in courts of justice, 
because of their rejection of certain dogmas, unknown 
to our laws, and hostile to every principle of reason 
and truth. These indignities have been borne with 
exemplary patience; and so much have the people 
been inclined to respect the professed ambassadors of 
the humble Nazarene, thatevery murmur has been 
suppressed, and every prejudicial suspicion industri- 
ously, and religiously, concealed. But this patient en- 
durance of evils, which, if they had sprung from any 
other source would have been insupportable, has ser- 
ved only to embolden the orthodox clergy to cummit 
greater outrages against the majesty of God, and the 
rights of man. Like Jeshurun of old, they have “ waz- 
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*We allude to the state of our finances encumbered 
asthey are by the national debt. ~All things consider- 
ed, our statement, when compared with the receipts 
and expenditures of all the religious societies in Ame- 
riea, and the funds of the nation, will be found within 
the bounds of truth. Let any one who thinks other- 
Wise examine’ the subject and correct us if we are 
Frong 





ed fat and kicked,” until, neither venerable age, unsus 
pecting innocence, aor female delicacy, has been exho_ 
norated from their impudence and abuse. Like the 
lice of Egypt, they have covered the earth, and like 
frogs they have intruded thejr persons into the kitehens 
and kneading-troughs of the people. A horde of lazy, 
indigent, money-loving youths, have been quartered 
upon the charity of the people, until, when thoroughly 
doctrinated and initiated into the mysteries of this mo- 
dern Babylon, they have, in their turn, been let loose 
upon community, to wheedle from the indust:ious, the 
hard earned pittance, and frighten children and youth 
by dehunciations of wrath, into measures for the sup- 
port of their oppressors. T'o this end, Sabbath Schoo’s 
have been instituted in every neighbourhood where 
the people could be coaxed into their measures, and 
the tender minds of children have been thus contam- 
inated by this moral pestilence, Under the imposing 
sanctity of religion, they have committed these and 
many other pious frauds, while the people, duped by 
their craftiness, have apparently “loved to have it so.’? 


The proceedings above hinted at, have begun to ex- 
cite alarm in the minds of our more intelligent fellow 
citizens, and a few daring spirits haye ventured to 
come out and expose their unsanctified plans. Know- 
ing, that their conduct will not bear the test of exam- 
ination—that their time of harvest will be short; and 
being bent on the attainment of their object, a sim- 
ultaneous movement has been made of late, to grasp 
it ere the people should be alarmed. ‘The tocsin has 
been sounded, their strength has been concentrated, 
and now is the day of trial! 

We have already mentioned the fact, that Ezra Stiles 
Ely, of Philadelphia, had called upon the orthodox to 
form “a Christian party in politicks.” ‘This barefaced 
developement was made by a man who stand high in 
the estimation of the Presbyterians, and it is evident, 
that he did not stake his popularity, as a man, anda 
divine, unadvisecly. It required no extraordinary 
discernment to discover, that, in all human probability, 
the measure had been adopted in that city, by the Sy- 
nod which met in the month of May previous. Yet 
the declarations made by their organ, are considered as 
an experiment, designed to feel of the publick pulse, to 
see how far the minds of the prror.e would submit to 
their dictation. But few, even among the mast dis- 
cerning, were alarmed; yet the’ security felt by the 
mass of the people, arose, rather from a consciosness 
that they would not dare to exert themselves in an un- 
dertaking of the kind, than from any destitugion on the 
part of the Presbyterians of a wish to take the reigns 
of government into their own hands. \ 

One year has elapsed, and now we liave the mest un- 
equivocal assuranees, that all we hac reason jo Appre- 
hend is about to befall us. We speak aCyised?y when 
we affirm, that every exertion has been made, by those 
pretended lovers of God and man, to effect a “ union of 
Church and State.” Let the following facts speak for 
themselves. é 

After failing to obtain, from the Legislature of Penp- 


' sylvania, an act of incorporatien tor ihp “ 4meriten- 
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Sunday Séhool Union,” Dr. Ely did not hesitate to 
insult the majesty of the people, by abusing those sena- 
tars who cunscientiously opposed the measure. This 
was done in a pamphlet, now before us, which contains 
language that no rational man, unless conscious of hav- 
ing the power to control, would dare address to the 
legal representatives of any people. 

The Presbyterians in the state of New York, having 
petitioned the Legislature to pass a law compelling the 
observance of the Sabbath, and having failed in obtain- 
ing it, have united all their strength, and have actually 
established a line of stages and boats—have purchased 
taverns, and let loose a gang of runners upon commu- 
nity, to obtain in this way—by coercion, persuasion 
and threats, what they failed in obtaining of the Legis- 
lature of the state. 

They have impudently, and frequently declared, 
that their tracts SHALL be put into the hands of every 
child—they have monopolized the trade of printing 
bibles, to the great detriment of individaals, who de- 
sire by industry and a fair competition to obtain a live- 
fihood—their emisarieshave perambulated every sec- 
tion of ovr country, to establish sectarian Sunday 
Schools—to distribute tracts, and to prepare the pub- 
lick mind for an acquiescence in their unliallowed 
views :—they have repeatedly insulted the people, by 
false statements of their destitution of bibles, and have 
often trampled on the rules of politeness and hospita- 
lity, by insulting females, in the absence of their hus- 
bands and parents. 

The fact that they have done as above related, has 
been often stated to the publick, and well substantiated 
in instances {90 numerous to be mentioned, Indeed, 
with almost unequalled boldness, in other cases, they 
have not dared to deny the charges to the foregoing 
effect, though frequently made to their faces. 

Brt we are not allowed to stop‘here, it remained for 
those who had assumed the right to dictate, and the 
power to enforce obedience to their mandates, to blot 
the fair fame of our country, on the last anniversary of 
our national Independence. On the Fourth of July, 
1828, a simultaneous effort #as made, so far as inform- 
tition has been obtained, by the Presbyterian clergy, 
to form a “ Christian party in politicks” according to 
the letter and spirit of the discourse of Dr. Ely, deli- 
vered ayear ago! In this village, a man who ranks 
highamong hjs brethren, did not hesitate to speak re- 
proachfully-of the highest officers of our government, 
and boldly advanced the impious doctrine, that an es- 
tablished feligion could alone preserve our natiotial ex- 
istence ! “ He anblushingly affirmed, that the line of 
separation between Christians and others had been 
drawy, ; and admonished his hearers, by all the solem- 
nities \pf heaven, earth and hell, to buckle on their 
armouh,ang prepare for a crusade against those who 
would not vield to the dictation of an unsanctified 
priestlood!. Hedid not hesitate to assail the charac- 
ters of the offiters of our government, and with sacri- 
ligious daving, disturbed the ashes of the dead! We 
do not pretend to give his words, but the foregoing 
ideas were inzulcated in unequivocal language-from 
the desk, 
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As before remarked,.as far as information has bess 
obtained, the same impious sentiments were advanced, 
in every place where a “religious celebration” ya, 
observed by the Presbyterians. And it would notgy,. 
prise us to learn, that a mighty effort was made thr’. 
out our country to the same effect. 

With the foregoing facts before us, what shall tg 
done? Shall the liberal and enlightened portion of 
community quietiy yield to these flagrant abuses?.. 
Shall we patiently endure the threatened evils, with. 
out a struggle to retain our rights—those rights which 
were purchased by the blood of the immortal heroes 
of the Revolution? No—heaven forbid! The tin 
has come, when all friends to our country without re. 
gard to names or unimportant diflerences of opinign 
will—nay, must unite their strength, to resist, even 
unto death, the power of those who have insulted w, 
The crisis has come, and the people must prepare fir 
the battle. 

We would, therefore, most sulemnly urge upow the 
consideration, not of Universalists only, but of all serts 
of Christians, and all friends to our government, to 
Iny aside ‘all minor considerations, and unite their 
strength in opposing the measures so positively decla- 
red. With humble defference to the opinions of out 
superiours inage and wisdom, we would respectfally 
suggest the propriety of a general Union of all the 
liberal friends of America, being formed, without de- 
lay, to oppose the power and influence of those whose 
object it unquestionably is, to prostrate the dearest 
rights of mankind. And let it be remembered, that 
we have a vigilant, well-organized, and well disti- 
plined phalanx to contend with—an enemy having 
the means as well as the incfmation to oppress. One 
united and vigorous effort will effect our object and 
place the enemy within the bounds of Zion where they 
ought to remain, 

But should our appeal to others prove ineffectual, 
we must makea particular application to owt Univet- 
salist brethren. We would humbly entreat them, a 
they value the privileges of ciyil and religious freé- 
dom, to be active in their endeavours tc resist. the 

efforts of a designing priesthood. We would affec- 
tionately exhort each and every one, to withhold all 
encouragement to Sunday schools, Tract, and other 
societies, until it shall be satisfactorily ascertained that 
we are wrong in the suspicions at this time expressed. 
ES ME 

It will be recollected by many of our readers, that 
a few years since, a Pamphlet, purporting to be a dis- 
course by a “Doctor of the Sect” of Universalisis, 
was published and extensively circulated amongst out 
orthodox opponents, It was thought sufficient, at the 
time, merely to expose the forgery ; which was done 
in most of our periodical papers. But, with unblush- 
ing effrontery, the soul-saving gentry have’ continued, 
whenever there was a prospect of escaping detection, 
to read it to their congregations, and thus give counte 
nance to the “pious fraud.” The counterteit was to? 
bangling to deceive auy but those who “ love darkness 
rather than light ;” yet there are so many of that des- 





cription in our country, that we gave thought prope 
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tp furnish our intelligent readers with a suitable wea- 
yoo to oppose the craft of those who “lay in wait to de- 
céve.”. The * Sermon” purporting to have been de- 
jvered by a Dr. of orthodoxy was written and designed 
gaset-off against the one above mentioned. Its au- 
jour,a gentleman residing in a sister state, would be 
the last to desire a concealment of his name—yet it is 
qough for the reader to know, that heisas much en- 
fied tothe cognomen of a “ Doctor of Divinity ” as 
any other inhabitant of the earth. Should the reader 
find on a careful perusal, a little shrewdness in the ap- 
plication, or a too striking delineation of popular er- 
your, it may be attributed to the peculiar circumstan- 
ces which called it into being, With these preparato- 
ry remarks, we respectfully dedicate the production 
ofour* Doctor” of Orthodoxy, to their Reverences 
ihe clergy who made and nursed the sermon first above- 
yentioned. Done in behalf of truth, by their Reve- 
ence’s most obliged, most devoted, and most faithful 
servant, the Epiron. 
eSB 
PROCEEDINGS 

Of the First Universalist Society in the village 

of Auburn. 

Ata special meeting of the Society on Wednesday 
the 9th inst. called to take into consideration the 
propriety of erecting a house for publick worship in 
this village for the use and benefit of said Society, 
the following facts were stated to the meeting and 
the subjoined resolutions unanimously adopted.— 
From the subscription papers it appeared, that mo- 

ney sufficient toerect a convenient house had been sub- 

scribed by those friendly to the cause of Universalism. 
Butafter certain facts, detailed in the following Report, 
were exhibited to the meeting, it was 
Resolved, That under existing circumstances, it will 
beinexpedient to appropriate the money subseribed 
forthat purpose tu the erection of a Meeting-House 
at present. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to embody 
the facts lail before this meeting, and that the said 


committee be instructed to report the sume to a subse- 
quent meeting of the society. 

Adjourned to meet on Monday evening the 14th inst, 
at 7 o'clock. P 

Monday, July 14, 1828. Met agreeable to adjourn- 
ment, when, after the meeting had been duly organi- 
zed, the following report was read and adopted. 

REPORT. 

Your committee having candidly considered 
the subject of erecting a house for publick wor- 
ship, has, in compliance with the instractions 
of our last meeting, collated the following facts 
which are now respectfully submitted for the 
consideration of those concerned. 

From recent disclosures, made in a tone of 
defiance, and with that degree of assurance 
calculated to excite the most fearful apprehen- 
sions, uttered too by men whose persons we 
have long been accustomed to respect, we have 
been driven to the conclusion, that a powerful 
and well-organized body .of religionists has 
been industriously engaged in those measures 
which cannot fail to jeopardize the dearest 
rights and liberties of. mankind. 

That order of professing Christians generally 





denominated P; rians, though not so nu- 
merous, are nevertheless more powerful than 
any other sect in America. The power and 
influence they possess has not been obtained by 
their mental or sas mi i ever others, 
but has been acquired by their persevering ef- 
forts to obtain money under various pretences, 
and by every means within their reach to ag- 
grandize their own sect, and extend thejnown 
resources. To such an astonishing extent have 
they succeeded in their measures, that, in the 
opinion of your committee, a large proportion of 
the circulating medium of this country is un- 
der their control and subject to their disposal. 
Their various institutions falsely called “ cha- 
ritable Societies,” have been suffered to accu- 
mulate immense sums of money, which when 
obtained are left at the disposal of those who 
are responsible, not to the donors but to the 
managers of such institutions. In several cases 
which heve fallen under the notice of the pub- 
lick, money obtained for some specifick pur- 
pose has been appropriated to the attainment of 
other objects without the consent of the donors; 
and in many instances money has been solicited 
and obtained on pretences not founded in faet. 

While many of our citizens (particularly 
the labouring classes) are groaning under the 
pressure of the times, and frequently suffering 
for the want of means to,maintain and educate 
their families, immense sums are annually ex- 
pended for the erection of splendid temples of 
worship, theological seminaries, buildings for 
the accommodation of sectarian inétitutions, 
and for the education and maintenance ofan 
idle and oftentimes an useless priesthood. 

It is our solemn conviction that the generat 
dissemination of useful knowledge is the only 
means by whieh the liberties of our country 
can be perpetuated, And this fact, too gene- 
rally admitted to require proof, leads us to the 
conclusion that neither aristocracies of wealth, 
honour, learning, or religious power, can be 
compatible with the welfare of our country. — 
It is therefore a duty, in the opinion of your 
committee, which devolves on every enlighten- 
ened member of society, to pursue that course 
which may be most likely to lead to the more 
general dissemination of science, to a greater 
improvement of the arts of civilized life, and, 
as an indispensible pre-requisite, to the pros- 
tration of those plans which confine the bene- 
fits of education and the emoluments of reli- 
gion to a few to the serious inconvenience and 
lasting detriment of the many. 

From an estimate which has been submitted 
at a previous meeting of this society, it ap- 
-pears that an enormous tax has been imposed 
upon the people for the erection of meeting® 
houses and the support of ministers. On the 
supposition that there are in the state of New 
York 630 towns, and that each town, including 
our cities, contains three houses of = 
worship, there would be One thousand Eight 
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hundred and Ninety meeting-houses. Estima- 
~ ting the cost of each house at only Five thou- 
sand dollars, the whole expense would amount 
to Nine Millions four hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars! Suppose this sum to be depo- 
sited in the Fund for the support of common 
schools, and that the interest should be expen- 
ded annually for the education of children of 
pooriparents: Suppose a teacher would instruct 
fifty scholars and his wages to be twenty dol- 
lars per month, the expense of educating fifty 
children one year, would be two hundred and 
forty dollars. The interest of Nine Millions 
Four Hundred and Ffty Thousand dollars, be- 
ing Six hundred and sixty-one thousand five 
hundred dollars; would pay the expense of edu- 
cating One hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
eight hundred and twelve children. Allowing 
one minister to each meeting-house, there 
would be One thousand eight hundred and 
ninety. Supposing the salary and perquisites 
of each to be five hundréd dollars; the main- 
tenance of the whole would amount, annually, 
to Nine hundred and forty-five thousand dol- 
lars. This sum appropriated for the education 
of children as above proposed, would provide 
for the annual instruction of One hundred nine- 
ty-six thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
five ; which added to those which might be 
educated by the intevest of the sum appropria- 
ted for the erection of meeting-houses, and the 
whole number of children which might be thus 
annually instructed, is three hundred thirty- 
four thousand six hundred and eighty-seven ! 

But when the heavy exactions which are 
demanded for the support of Bible, Missionary, 
Tract, Sunday School, and other societies of 
the kind, are taken into the account, we feel 
constrained to admit, thatthe annual expense 
of religion in this state, would educate every 
child, in every department of science and use- 
fal knowledge, and thus qualify the rising ge- 
neration for usefulness, and constitute them 
so many pillars of our Republick. 

But while we feel alarmed at the present 
condition of the people, we would not forget 
our obligation to sustain pure and undefiled 
religion in our section of Emanuel’s heritage. 
Taking for our guide the examples of Christ 
and his apostles, we would, while opposing 
the popular schemes of the day both by exam- 
ple and precept, endeavour to extend the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom in the earth. Having had 
our understandings enlightened to see the abu- 
sesof Christianity—having learned with deep 
apprehensiveness from recent disclosures, that 
our Presbyterian brethren are determined on 
adopting coercive measures to obtain their 
*ends—that a Christian party in politicks is 
about to be organized, if not done already— 
that a vast amountof money is already vested 
in stages, horses, and publick houses, to the 
serious detriment of those ‘servants of the 
community who have hoped, by a fair compe- 
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tition, to obtain an honest livelihood—fop tj. 
purpose of obtaining by such means that w. 
er which they have failed in obtaining by Le- 
gislative enactment—and that we are d ived 
of some of our inalienable rights by the power 
and intolerance of those sects who would be. 
come the keepers of our Consciences—an4 
moreover feeling a sense of our responsibjlit 

to God and our country; we hesitate Not, to 
take our stand and oppose those measyes 
which have already created a deplorable qj. 
vision in society. But while impressed yith 
these convictions, and desiring Heaven tosys. 
tain us in our endeavours to do good, we would 
be expressly understood as advocating th 
pure and holy principles of Christianity, Ip. 
lieving that religion can never prosper in the 
hands of a mercenary priesthood—that Chris. 
ianity has been made a cloak for deception and 
fraud—that the people have been oppressed— 
their rights taken away—their liberties endu. 
gered by clerical men for the aggrandizement 
of a privileged order-—and that, in too “may 
instances, the professedly humble followers 
of Christ have been elevated above their sup- 
porters by the consent of the people, we do 
most solemnly protest against any measures 
calculated to perpetuate the evil. 

And while we cheerfully accord to all others 
the rights and privileges we would secure o 
ourselves, we would extend the band of friend- 
ship to all, and invite all persons who can 
conscientiously unite with us in the common 
cause of Christian and civil. liberty, to set 
their faces against the causes of alarm above 
enumerated. 

With humble reliance upon the Almighty, 
imploring him to aid us in the way of our daty, 
we submit the foregoing facts to the society, to 
our brethren generally, and to the world, as 
the reasons which have governed us in the de- 
cision not, at present, to erect a heuse for 
publick worship in this village. 

In announcing the determination of this 
society, ‘at once respectable and numerous, 
we feelbound to state, that no body of be- 
lievers can be in a more prosperous conditiot, 
and few more able to erect a convenient edi 
fice for publick worship. With us, as a soct- 
ty, there is nothing like disunion or a wantol 
friendship. Our meetings are well attended, 
and, as we trust, our hearts are united in a0 
ardent desire to glorify God and promote the 
happiness of our fellow men. All whichis 
respectfully submitted. 

‘After a free discussion, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the foregoing Report be 
adopted as the sense of this meeting, and that 
it be published in the Gospel Advocate. 

Resolved, hat, inasmuch as all liberal per- 
sonsare alike concerned in the measures We 
have taken, to resist the combinations of cér- 
tain sects, all such are cordially invited to lend 
us their aid and advice, in all matters pertalt- 
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ing to the publick good ; and that, without re- 

d to names or parties, in religious matters, 
we will co-operate with all conscientious per- 
sons in their endeavours to avert the growing 
evilsenumerated in the above report. 

SE RL ALE T E 

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR, 

Avon, N. Y. July 5, 1828. 
. Dear Sir :—By reference to our minutes of 
the last Genessee Association, held in Benton, 
Yates county, it will be perceived, that our 
association for the present year, was then ap- 
pointed to meet in York, Livingston county, 
after it had, by the same body, and at the same 
time, been voted to Victor, Ontario county.—— 
This was done because it was believed, after 
maturing the subject more perfectly, that the 
greater good might be effected in York and 
its vicinity by the measure. 

The Society of Universalists in York, are 
destitute of a meeting- house, and depended on 
apeople ‘who knew not Joseph,” to be fur- 
nished. But by a letter from Br. Rufus Cook, 
of the above Society, we get the unwelcome 
intelligence, that a house for our meeting can- 
notbe obtained in that town. Therefore, by 
the concurrent advice of Brs. Knapp, Flagler 
and Sampson, : 

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN, 

toour friends and the publick in general, and 
to our brethren and sisters of the Universalist 
Society in Victor, in particular, that the Gene- 
see Association of Universalists will meet at 
Victor, Ontario county, on the 24th and 26th 
days of September next, being the last Wed- 
nesday and ‘I'hursday of said month. 

P. S. Editors friend!y to liberal sentiments 
are requested to notice the above. 

f—_—__ 
THE REVIVAL CONTROVERSY. 

From the Trumpet and Universalist Magaw e. 

In the ** Recorder and Telegraph,” of the 
6th ult, there is one article worth recording. — 
It is headed as above, and relates to the fa- 
mous contention and quarrel among * the Or- 
thodox,” as they are called concerning, reli- 
gious revivals. It cannot but excite the sur- 
prise of the world’s people, that those soul- 
saving clergymen, who profess to be the “ salt 
ofthe earth.” and “ light of the world,” should 
80 disagree among themselves, as to the very 
core of their creed and spirit of their religion, 
asto refuse to discuss, or to countenance a 
fair discussion of, the main subject in dispute. 
Is not this, savorless salt, which oaght to be 
trodden under foot ; or a light which best an- 





swers its ends, by being put “ under a bush- | 


el’? With all due respect and tenderness, 
we say to the Rev. gentlemen, whose names 


follow these marks: “If the light whigh is in | 


you be darkness, how great is that darkness.” 
“The Philadelphian,” says the Recorder, 
“contains the following paragraplt, dated 


May 27th, and subscribed by Mevsrs. E. 
Beecher, D. C. Lansing, S.C. Aikia, A. D. 
Eddy, C. G. Finney, 8. Holmes, C.;Cheever, J. 
Frost, N. S. S. Beman, N. Coe, E. W. Gibert, 
and J. Parker. ** The subscribers having had 
opportunity for free conversation on certain 
subjects pertaining to revivals of religion, con- 
cerning which we have differed, are of opinion 
that the general interests of Religion [or ra- 
ther of the Clergy,] would not be promoted by 
ny farther publication on those subjects, or 
personal discussions ; and we do hereby engage 
to cease from all publications, corresponden- 
cés, conversations, and conduct, designed or 
calculated to keep those subjects before the 
publick mind; and that so far as our influence 
may avail, we will exert it to induce our friends 
on either side, to do the same.” 
Being ashamed then, of the subjects of con- 
troversy, these doctors and reverends, are for 
hiding their conduct and contention from * the 





publick mind.” Alas! Sirs, these subjects are 
too awful and glaring to. be concealed from 
publick inspection. 

[Among the names above written we find’ that of 
Mr. Lansing of this village, and the inquiry arises—is 
this gendleman, who so freely denounces universalists, 
who hesitates not, to pronounce them infidels and ‘ dogs’ 
—is he one who has agreed “to cease from all publica- 
tions, correspondences, conversations, and conduct de- 
signed or calculated to keep those subjects before the 
publick mind?” Why, really, we should think that a 
person of so devoted piety, and withal, one who had 
been so recently converted under the preaching of the 
godly Mr. Finney, would find it somewhat difficult to 
settle the matter with his conscience. And pray tell 
us what will become of the Episcopalians who are re- 
presented as going to hell, and above all thé poor Uni- 
versalists, if the reverend gentlemen suppresses all con- 
versations on the subject of revivals? Perhaps some 
one will be able to explain these matters. We live in 
a strange world indeed. ] 

Ee wre 


The following article is from a series of numbers in the 
Buffalo Journal under the head of “ Popular Excite- 
ments.” So liable are- mankind to lose sight of the 
landmarks of reason, that they cannot be too fre- 
quently admonished oftheir danger by lessons taught 
us in the history of past times. How long it will be 
before all excitements which are now attribated to 
supernatural agency will be viewed as we now view 
the records of Salem Witchcraft it becometh us not 
to predict. But our posterity will no doubt wonder 
at many things, which, to us appear consistent atid 
reasonable. Ep. 

From the Buffalo Journal. 

POPULAR EXCITEMENTS—WJeo. VIZ. 
The attention of my readers is now called 
to the machinations of the guardians of pub- 
lick order and national prosperity, as exemplifi- 
| ed in the well known case of the Salem Witch- 
craft. Hithertomy examinations have been 

‘confined to other nations, the inhabitants of 

| distant lands ; but now we are to examine the 

| deeds of our own nation—our forefathers; the 
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transactions, as it were, of but yesterday. In | 
this, as in other publick delusions, the officious | 
demagogue shrouded himself from justice by | 
pointedly avowing his regard for religion and | 
the laws; and by urging the necessity of pro-! 
tecting our civil institutions. The dates of | 
the occurrences at Salem are so modern that 

no plea of the darkness of the age can apply | 
in their extenuation, especially when we re | 
flect that this scene was in the,immediate vici- | 
nity of Harvard College, and that many of 

the most able and’promivent men of that learn- | 
ed institution, were deeply concerned in the | 
tragedy. 

The commencement of the delusion is tra- 
ced, in its history, to a physician, who decla- 
red he could not cure his patient, because he 
** was under an evil hand.” This avowal was 
seized upon by the “the guardians of the 
publick good,” a class of men ever humanely 
active, who at once became clearly satisfied of 
the existence of a secret plot, between the 
Devil, in person, on the one~part, and certain 
of the people of Salem Om the other, for the 
subversion of both government and laws. By 
assiduous labour, and close observation, the 
‘* publick guardians” were enabled to give such 
a colouring and direction to the growing pa- 
nick asin some degree to comport with their 
designs respecting it. ‘The phrensy soon reach- 
ed that head, when, to adopt the language of 
history, ‘* confidence between man and man 
iti a great measure ceased. Every one was 
suspicious of his neighbour, and alarmed for 
himself. Business was interrupted, and many 
fled from their dwellings. _‘lerrour was in 
every countenance, and distress in every heart. 
Every little precinct was the scene of some 
direful tale of witchery. Reports of this na- 
ture were circulated in all directions, and 
were located in every neighbourhood. Seve- 
ral circumstances, attending the first cases of 
reputed witchcraft, tended to mislead the peo- 
ple, and these operated on feeble minds so ef- 
tectually as to produce a forced belief in the 
immediate agency of evil spirits. ‘he alarm 
was sudden and terrible. Children not twelve 
years of age were allowed to give their tesii- 
mony: fndians were brought to relate their 
‘own personal knowledge of invisible beings ; 
and women publickly told their frights.” Such 
was the process by which, to adopt the inele- 
gant but forcible language of a writer of that 
day, “the government was so sullied by that 
hobgoblin monster, witchcraft, whereby this 
country was nightmared, and harassed, at such 
a rate as is not easily imagined.” 

During this diseased state of the publick 
mind, in vain did the innocent victims appeal 
to the rational dictates of common discretion, 
in defence of their characters, their property 
and theirlives. Disordered misrule had pene- 
trated the very halls of justice ; and giddy de- 








dirium surmounted tlie judicial bench. When 
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the accused pleaded the well known facts of 
his orderly life, to mitigate suspicion, he was 
derided for his weakness, or commandeé to be 
silent; if he offered testimony in defence, jt 
was rejected unheard ; and when he plead for 
a day’s respite of the sentence of execution 
he was told that his existence endangered the 
state. Such was the summary process by 
which this popular excitement consigned jis 
innocent victims tothe temb. ‘The delusion 
continued only from March till October of the 
same year; and during this short period, nine. 
teen citizens were publickly executed, and 


| eight others were condemned to die, without 
| a singl¢ person’s having been acquitted, upon 


trial. Fifty persons during the same period 
confessed themselves witches, of whom not 
one was either convicted or tried ; as the con- 
fession of the crime was received in full atone. 
ment for the offence. Beside these the prisons 
contained upwards of one handred and fifty 
suspected persons, and two hundred others 
stood publickly accused, who had not been ar. 
rested. ‘T'he estates of the accused, even be. 
fore conviction, were seized as forfeit for the 
publick use; yet, observes the historian, “ the 
publick coffers were not enriched by these 
confiscations, as the avails of such estates never 
reached the treasury, but were rather parcel- 
led about among those who did assiduously la- 
bour in the quelling of these enormities.” So 
implacable were the feelings engendered by 
this popular excitement, that the culprits’ bo- 
dies were not decently buried, after death ; but 
a spirit of persecution was still carried on 
against them. At one of the executions, where 
Six persons were hanged, their bodies were 
dragged by the ropes from the gailows to a hole 
between two rocks, into which they were 
thrown, after being plundered of their cloths, 
and left with their feet, hands, and some of 
their faces still uncovered! It is not the deeds 
of a barbarous age that [ am now recording; 
nor yet of a savage people. These awlul 
scenés were acted in a sister state of our pre- 
sent political cempact ; and not more than 136 
years have elapsed since the close of the tra- 
gedy. ‘There are many among us whose néar 
relatives were present and took a part in what 
I describe ; nor am | certain that I am not of 
the number. It was an infatuation that seized 
upon every class alike: no one was exempt 
from the disease or its consequences, for 
* Delusion’s self was mad ;” 

and there was none to stay the torrent, or call 
back man to himself. Even the instigators o! 
the calamity stood aghast, and witnessed, with 
dismay, the raging of the storm which they 
had excited but could not allay. Reason. 
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